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In 2000 the office was involved in the winning entry for the Singapore Management
University competition. In 2001 we were one of the 12 architects selected in the
Commune by the Great Wall houses in China, which has been published widely, and
won the silver award in the Venice Biennale. We are currently working on projects in
places ranging from Japan to London, Istanbul to Singapore. Office is selected as one

of ten firms to represent Singapore for the Architecture "Venice Biennale 2004".
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Process

The theme revolved around the building typology common to most Chinese com-
munities: the courtyard dwelling of the North and the South, both mainiand and
overseas. The diagrams represent various stages of our design process, of which
the aim was to delve deeper into the courtyard typology to see of we might not
come to a new manifestation of its essence.

Abstract
Both abstraction and inversion were used during our exploration of a range of real
courtyard houses. This particular diagram is a snapshot of this process.

Parti

Scaled models of actual courtyard houses were constructed and composed. We
very quickly recognized the need to remove these objects somewhat from reality
in order to produce a final object which would be familiar, but not instantly recog-
nizable to the viewer.
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Tan Kay Kgee
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mixed media installation
754 x 580 x 289cm







